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| am happy to learn that the Government of
Gujarat is celebrating 'Prohibition Week' from 2" to 8"
October, 2024. This initiative aligns perfectly with
Mahatma Gandhi's vision, who considered alcoholism
a disease rather than a vice and aptly described it as a
'monstrous evil'.

The consequences of alcoholism are
far-reaching, affecting not only physical health but also
mental well-being and often leading to various social
problems. It's commendable that the Gujarat
government is taking proactive steps to raise
awareness about the detrimental effects of alcohol
consumption through this campaign. Your efforts will
undoubtedly inspire positive change and promote a
healthier society.

On this occasion, | extend my greetings and
felicitations to all those associated with the mission
and wish the 'Prohibition Week' all success.

Smt. Droupadi Murmu
PRESIDENT, REPUBLIC OF INDIA
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| am pleased to learn that the Government of Gujarat is
observing "Prohibition Week" commencing on October 2nd, the
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Prohibition Week is a befitting tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi's vision of a society free from the harmful effects of
intoxicants. It aligns with Article 47 of the Constitution of India in
the Directive Principles of State Policy, which directs the State to
strive for the prohibition of intoxicating drinks and drugs, which
are injurious to health to enhance public health and improve
living standards.

By raising awareness about the detrimental impact of
intoxicants and promoting the benefits of prohibition,
"Prohibition Week" facilitates meaningful dialogue and
encourages individuals to avoid harmful substances, thereby
contributing to the enhancement of public health.

| extend my best wishes for the success of "Prohibition
Week" hoping it will be a significant step toward a healthier and
more enlightened society.

Om Birla
SPEAKER, LOK SABHA INDIA
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